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HOMELESSNESS — MEDICAL RECOVERY CENTRE 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: The McGowan government has announced the 
state’s first medical recovery centre, setting a new benchmark for providing medical care and support services for 
the homeless. The $4.4 million that is allocated for two years of operation will allow for a 24/7 medical recovery 
centre to address the current gap in caring for people who are homeless. The primary focus of the centre will be to 
support the individual to receive post-acute care during their recovery from illness or injury in a safe environment. 
Additionally, it will provide a window of opportunity to link the person with community and social supports and 
relevant organisations to help them out of homelessness. Admission to the centre will be possible only via a referral 
from an emergency department or during a public hospital admission. The centre will be operated by a consortium 
led by Homeless Healthcare with Ruah Community Services and Uniting WA following a competitive tender 
process to select the most suitable provider. The consortium members have a track record of strong collaboration 
and partnerships, with person-centred approaches, to achieve outcomes and the delivery of programs to assist 
individuals who are homeless to engage with support services.  

The centre, which has been secured by the consortium, is a former backpacker hostel located in Palmerston Street 
in Northbridge and will be converted to provide the required services. The medical recovery centre is a key deliverable 
of the sustainable health review. The review highlighted the complexity of issues facing one of the most vulnerable 
groups in our society: people experiencing homelessness. Homeless people face a high rate of chronic health issues, 
frequently have complex comorbidities and can often have conditions left undiagnosed and untreated for long periods 
of time. This results in an over-reliance on acute health services. I commend all those involved in the consortium 
and look forward to the great progress of the service. 
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